“Aloha a me E Komo Mai, mai Na Honu‘ea o Hawai‘i Island”
- (Hello and Welcome, from The Hawai‘i Island Hawksbills)
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The Hawaiian archipelago, one of the
most isolated island chains in the world,
consists of ~137 islands that span ~2,400
km. Two species of sea turtles inhabit
nearshore habitats for foraging and
nesting in Hawai‘i: the more common
green sea turtle known as “honu”
(Chelonia mydas) and the rarer hawksbill
turtle known as “honu‘ea” or simply “‘ea”
(Eretmochelys imbricata). Hawaiian sea
turtles fulfill important ecological roles

and are highly revered culturally. <=
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Once hatchlings enter the ocean, they
likely spend their “lost years” traveling
with the prevailing currents westward or
remaining in local offshore habitats. After
their pelagic phase, hawksbills can be
found among the diverse nearshore
habitats surrounding the Hawaiian
Islands. If they choose Hawai‘i Island as
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Sea Turtle Research Program has tagged

10 hawksbills compared to 1000s of o

greens from 1976-2025. Hawksbill sizes
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Number of Honu'ea Nests by Year

Marine Animal Response Hotline:
(888) 256-9840
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Six West Maui hawksbills in the
Hawaiian Hawksbill Conservation

PID catalog have been discovered
nesting by the Hawai‘i Island
Hawksbill Project!
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ALL sightings of baby turtle
hatchlings are important.
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